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392 PROCEEDINGS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES. 

16. Iron City Chapter. Miss Helen M. Wellman, Corresponding Secretary, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

17. Wheeling Chapter. Miss Lizzie Harbour, Corresponding Secretary, Wheeling, West Va. 

18. Mount Holyoke Chapter. » , Corresponding Secretary, Mount Holyoke Sem- 
inary, South Hadley, Mass. 

19. Fort Edwards Chapter. * , Corresponding Secretary, Fort Edwards Insti- 
tute, Fort Edwards, N. Y. 

The Raritan Chapter gave an evening entertainment that was highly 
appreciated by the audience, and realized them quite a handsome amount 
for their cabinet and library. We hope, and doubt not, that their efforts 
will result in a permanent benefit to the county and the cause of science. 
— Adrian J. Ebell. 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

A. T., Brookfield, Mo.— We will send yon a collection of Eastern minerals and rock 
specimens in return for Western insects, and wasps' and bees' nests, etc. 

J. L. B., West Nottingham, Md. — The plant is the Chrysogomim Virginianum. 

A. S. N., Cleveland, O.— The insect you send is the larva of a bug, one of the Penta- 
toma group of the Hemiptera. 

H. J. R., Cazenovia, N. Y.— The insects were Membracis binotata Say, a species of 
tree-hopper. Eastward it is found on Celastrus scandens. 

"A Subscriber," and several other anonymous friends, as " S. H.," " X. Y. Z. -"' " N " 
etc. — We cannot answer anonymous letters. 

G. W. R., Hartfond, Conn.— The Caterpillars von sent are the larvae of a species of 
Saw-fly, which also attacks the pear trees in this vicinity. As the mature insect has 
not appeared, we cannot yet give yon its name, but will do so if successful in rearing 
the caterpillar. It is not the common Pear-slug. 

C. A. S., Grand Rapids, Mich — The beetles ( Clyttis) which von found May 19th in 
the locust had evidently just changed from the pupa, and the white bands would have 
turned yellow on being exposed to the sunlight. They fly about in July, when they 
lay their eggs. 

F. L., New York. — You can procure the publications of the Smithsonian Institution 
of B. Westermann & Co., 440 Broadway. 
Mrs. K. N. D., Chicago. — Many thanks for your kindness. 

R. C, St. Louis. — Mr. James Ridings, 518 South 13th street, Philadelphia, has Insect 
Pins for sale. 

A. W. H., Ft. Madison.— The large spotted egg in the finch's nest was uncfoubtedly 
that of the Cowbird, or Cow Blackbi"d (Molothrus pecoris), which never builds a nest, 
but deposits its eggs in the nests of a good many species of small birds. It belongs to 
the family of Blackbirds (Icterida). 

D. P. W., Grantsville. — For notice of works on Taxidermy, see Vol. I. of NATURAL- 
IST, p. 100 and p. 321. There is also Directions for Collecting and Preserving Birds, bv 
Mr. Holder, with several plates, in the fourth volume of the Illinois State Agricultural 
Transactions, p. 596, 185P-60. This last is the best article for a beginner we have seen 
published in this country. 

J. L. S., Westchester.— For measuring eggs, you can get of any instrument maker a 
scale divided into inches and hundredths of an inch, to which two upright pieces are 
fixed, the one at the end being soldered to the scale, and the other movable, very simi- 
lar to the measure used bv a bootmaker in taking the size of a foot. By placing the egg 
against the upright piece at the end, and moving the other up to it, vou will get the 
exact size of the egg indicated on your scale. Or, you can take a common rule and use 
two pieces of wood or card for the uprights ; or you can get the size of the egg by divid- 
ers, and then measure the distance on a rule. 

H. J. McL., Centralia, Kansas.— The bird you call a " Snipe " is the Long-billed Cur- 
lew, Numenius longirostris Wilson. Found in " the entire temperate regions of North 
America," Baird. It is one of the Snipe family. Your "Orange-head" is the Yellow- 
headed Blackbird, Xanthocephidus icterocephalus Baird, a true Blackbird. We shall 
print what you write about it. 

Miss J. C, Meredith.— Money received and "Naturalist" forwarded as requested. 
Many thanks. 

* Not having elected Corresponding Secretaries when I left them, I am unable to give their 
names at present. 



